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after expressing their dissent to the measure, they
could not be supposed to adopt an unqualified approba-
tion of Mr. Pitt's political character or conduct by
joining in this mark of respect for his person and
talents. Windham gave extreme offence by his oppo-
sition to it in the House of Commons; but there I am
inclined to think as he did : but, the thing being ordered,
I think he might as well have attended.'

A change of Ministry was the inevitable consequence
of the death of Pitt; and the Administration known as
that of 6 the Talents' came into office at the end of
January.

On February 3, 1806, Lord Minto wrote from
London:

c I am to be President of the Board of Control, but
not in the Cabinet. So at least it stands at present, but
I consider the latter point as open to future considera-
tion. The office is that which I should have preferred
almost to any other, in many respects. I have not a
' moment to write.'

c February 7.

61 am flattered with hopes of getting perhaps a
couple of summer months at Minto. . . .

c Lord Eldon sitting, the day before yesterday, rather
melancholy, with his feet on the grate thinking of his
misfortunes, the loss of his son, and the Seals, was just
consoling himself a little with the idea that, as Lord
Redesdale would also be out, he might perhaps pass
part of his leisure with his old friend. At that moment